BY DECREE:
THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY'S
14TH-CENTURY AOC
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Imost all
serious winelovers will have heard of the 1395 ordinance of |’hi“|1
the Bold (Philippe le Hardi), Duke of Burgundy — the ordinance thal
decreed the destruction of all Gamay vines planted in Burgundy.
Philip famously called Gamay a “very bad and very disloyal” grape
whose hitter wine made [1r-u[||n* il and had ruined |1L|I'IL*,'I.H1£|.&- :
|'*'|H|1.':1iur| for fine wine. He ordered that all Gamay vines in the
||||4'|'|} should be cut down within a month.' I
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This  erdinance has been understood o Many wWas.
Some have seen it rii|l|-|:||:lu HERH] ﬁrﬂhﬁghl slatement thal
Gamay made poor wines ane that Burgundy’s reputation as a
producer of fine Pinot Noir wines had to b protected from it
(hthers have Wﬁhl‘dl‘tt il A% a measure 1|.-I'Hi.'|.l,'ll|'t|. (E1] |llnll‘-l'!
owmers of Pimot Moir vines ands From compelition from the
h'iﬂhl'r'_'! il"ll.lil:lH ':I-Hl'l'lﬂ-:l' wires illlfllll:iillﬁ orilimanee Ill.ir_'jl‘l well
hame bisen .-u-JI'-:wn'ing in this h'.‘-|.ll‘|:'|:. sinee he o IH'-'tI'l_'-
zoaha |00 acres] of vines.t) The ordinance has even been
portraved as an ill-tempered, emotional reaction to iy
wines; the duke “disliked it [Gamay] o mueh he tried 1o bhan
it entirely |.]. One [] imagines the duke glowering at his
wriling desk. vassal 1o a Li.|:||.-_-.~|i.£-|' hamgover™

Maore recently, historians have wndersiood the ordinance

in ils |ru|i.|i:-al and eeonomic contexis, Rudi Beaulant las
|-|1||_||:|.:_qi;l_|-d its broader intent rather than its .1'|.|H"iﬁl' conlent,
ArgUing that eoncern about  the "-|:|r!'ill.| of Gamay was
rnplnila-ul Lﬂ. the duke as part of a more ge-urral atlempd
to increase his authority at the expense of mumnicipal
governments such as Dijons and Beaunes. From this
perspective, hiz attack on i.'.anaI\' was i neeans o a |l-criili-:'ﬂ|
el rather than the sole end in itsell® Meanwhile, Thamas
Labhé, focusing on the economic erisis of the late 1300
amid |'.H|_'|:|.' 14ous, las :||'p1|h|l that ihe ordinanee was an allemnpl
to shore e the wine sector, an IMpoHanee SOUFCe of
commercial and fseal revenue in Burgundy, where it was the
imaEl in:prlrtilltl |:'4:|nl|:'|'||||:|il'_'| .*il.:lltljl‘t'li‘d [ [N HEVEN

A carciul reading of the ordinance suggests that a
number of motivations was in play but that it was far from
simply the act of an erratic, despotic ruler who disliked
wines made [rom  Gamay Uthough there was  some
apparently intemperate language in the ordinance, it
becomes decidedly less so when read in confext. Nor was
the ondinance necessarily desigmed to estahblish a momopaly
for Pined Noir as Burgundy'’s red grape varicty, Bul whether
Duke Philip was primarily madivated to give Pinot Noir
privileged status, to extend his authority. o protect his
financial and fscal interests, or lo stabilize “lll‘ﬁ'.lllﬂ!‘.'-'ﬂ
RN ani these are not Itlll.1llﬁi|:t' exclusive aims the
ordinanee also made a cose for what was ill’g.','llillll_'a Franece's
first wine appellation: Vin de Bourgogne

OF course, it is anachronistic to think of Philip trying
1o estahlish a wine a|:||:|-|'E|:|'|i|:l|1 Iil:'l the mederm sense in e
late 14th century. What is argued here is that he sketehed ol
rules that prefigured those of modern appellation regulations
and that were tantamesnt to a simple de Beto appellation,
But already at this time, appellations in the broadest e
were implied in that wines (and other commodities) were
grnerally known by their places of provenance, such as vin de
Beene. vin de Dijon. and vin & Aqeitaine rather than by, s
grapee variely,

While there were no rules governing grape varietics or
'|:|r':|-:|.1.ltlil.ll'l metrics and methods in such wines identified by
provenance,” consumers expected wines from specilic places
to have certain characteristics and quality. The s ondinance,
as we shall see, refers to consumers amd merchants feeling
deceived wlhen wne de _g':‘uurlgugw' dliel medt gt the standard
they expected and paid for allegedly because they were
Blends that ineluded some Gamay. The 15 ordinance aimed
to past this rigght.
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Rod Phillips Bourgogne: The First French Wine Appellation?

The background to the 1395 ordinance
Until the vyoos, Buegundy lagzed behind Bordeaus in winning
r-rq-ulg'nitiun for its wines, Excepl for the region aroumnsd
tuxerre, Burgundys main wine-producing sones were far
from navigable rivers, and merchants were unable 1o ship
witie |:|I|~|:||:r|||i||.ul:|1l_'| h:- waler, the least l"".|:rl'llni"-1' and mnst
rapid way of transporting il Barrels of wine from Burgunady
I:I1:ll.~il|:l-' goefi-liter guees) made the show and '."'.'l?l"ll-‘i'l-"'l'
overland journey |;|:c ox-drawn caris Io the rvers Yonmne
and Seine, which would take them to the all-important Paris
1“3['1;!"1 anil T d.l—:l'in.\li-:un |;||l:|,-|:||'||'_|_ bl '.".i.”li:l'l Fll"“l'l"
and in northern Europe, Other barrels were hauled to the
River Loire, destined lor customers downstream and in the
Mediterranean region,

The additional shipping costs made Burgundy wines
|“':|u"r|si". g al their destination markets, and during the ypoos
their main Consumers wien: popes. ki1l1|.f|.t anil “'llill"i. whi
began to seek them out for their cellars and for special
oceasions. They were served al roval coronations in Fieims,
prowed popular at the papal court at Avignon, amd were e
chotee of aristocratz amd il-‘l"-'!ll-'i--"‘ll“|"~ L the 1gg0s, thes
were being taxed at a higher rate in Paris than wines From
elsewhere, a measure of wine quality; wines from the area
around Beaune (now the Cite de Beaune) p:lili atax of 5 sous,
compared 1o f sous for wines from Bordeaus and a little
minree than 1 sou For wines from the region around Paris."™

Throughout France at this time, most grape varielies
were Dl |'|l'i|1’|‘ll| 0r |-|,|:||.5.,j_-.|:|=||||:|. pbendified, and vinevards
tended 1o be i:|.|4'rF||.'|||1!'|:|. s that wines were generally Dield
blends. But in Burgundy there was more awareness of
varieties, and although viney ards were oflen illlt-rp|al1lwl“i1!|
several, vignerons tried 1o keep Pinot Noir separate when
making wine, Exidence of this comes from an unusoal source:
a charge against a vinevard owner who struck and Killed a
vomng worker, Jehannin, during the vz4 harvest near Auxerre
bevcause he failed 1o separate Pinasl Moir grapes from the wther
vartedies, The owner .-|_|:.|_||r.:|||,-|_:| i king Charles V1 for clemeney,
Aaying “Iiex haal inbil ihe harvesters o keep ihe Pinot [Peees in
tse: original] apart, without putting the other grapes with them:
lsuat despite this, the said Jehannin put the Tressots [Treceaus in
the original] and sther grapes with the Pinots.™ This suggests
that grape varieties were interplanted. rather than separated in
ths 'ci|||~:|.;|nl, andl that harvesters were |'|-.~iJ1|n]|_=-iir'|r- fiar ||utti|1!.:
thee different varielies inbo ;:r-lnilr.'llr']mr-l-.!'tri.

It waz PFnod Noir that was used o make the wines—
variously known as vin de Bourgogne, vin de Beawsne, and
vin de Do that became s ||-l:|lm|.ir“ among e rich amd
Pnn:*r{ld in the oo They wers |:lri1t'l1 nol only for their
quality but also because they were scarce: Pinol Noir _'-i-‘JII-'i-
at the time were far lower than the maximum yields
permitted today, and in vears of poor weather there might
bee o wine, o \'-IT'|I.I|'I“:|- nrie, al all.

\s For Gamay, it was widely planted in the south of the
Duchy of Burgundy. notably in the Miconnais, as well as i
narks ]!Iwu_inlaif. fwhich was nol part of the I|'-I-:'||}| amd the
area around Lyon, Gamay wines were quile well known in
s tl} the pyfos, amd amay El'-ilrl'lillp.r,.'i goem fo have
mowed north from thal time, reaching the area arouwl |Tl_i'“|:I
{Chendve, Marsannay-la-Cite, and Couchey) in the early 13008
about the time of Philips ardinance,”




